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The attitude toward Cod which we sssume is plainiy of the uimost importance. Our
relation to others is of minor importsnce in comperison with our relatlonship o
dim. This is evervihing. Our attitude towsrd Him is nstorally and necessarily

one or other of two inds., We either honor Him or despise Him. We honor Him by
reverence, irust, prever, obedience, fidelity, and living to His glory. We despise
Hin by forgetfulness, unbeliel, self-will, pride, selfishness, disobedience, and

sin of every kind.

n, Lo reverence Him, and to love Hime. He whose heart

i*"

To honor God is

cleaves 1o God will show it in his daily conduct. He will be carelul to consult
God'y Hord for dircetion, and to observe His s%aﬁutes. He will honor the ILord with
his substance, and with the first-fruits of all his increase. He will meke 11 his

aim, and hold it his chisf end, to glorify uoa.
» ¥

o

Wny is there sc much suffering in the world today? It i1s because of human sine We
have dishonored God. Anselm, in his medieval way, said, in effect, that man had dise
honored God by failing fully to yield his will to God. The will of God is rightecusness
and peace.

This text states the fact that men can honor God. It will sober any soul to pause
and ask, What can I do to honor the God of this universe? God is high and holy, so
sublime and superior, that men feel unable Lo honor ! But, men ecan honor God.
They cen do 80 in vaArious WAYS.

Hen Honor God.

1. By their attitude toward Him.

nonor Him by an exalted idez of His perfections. We do not honor Him unless
think of Him as the infinitely holy one, righiteons in all His ways and holy
all His works, as being free from the very shadow of imperfection, possessing
every excellent guality, and all in infinite degree, as itranscending, in the
excellent perfection of His character, the highest thought of His creatures, as
being infinitely better then the best concepition we are able to form of Him.

The Psalmist declared: Mipeat is the Lord, and greatly io be praised." "ihe
Lord made the heavens. Honour and majesty are before Himy strengith and bsauvty
are in His sanctuvary.® The Lord Cod creatsd all aaings. He is in all, uwnder all,
and above sll. He gives 2ll life and sustains Iife. IHe placed 21l the planets
in position and holds them there. Truly Ythe Lord reigneth." len honor them-
selves and Jod by acknowledping this pesition of Suod.

2. Through worship in His name.
u) worship the Tord in the beavty of holiness." "Give unto the Lord the glory
due unto His nsmel ¥ The Lord iz to be praised for His matchless neme. He is
the God of grace and goodnessi the Cod of Justice and righteousness; the God
of love and mercy; the God of beauty and holiness; and the God of might and
mejestys Man mey worship God. He cap magnify God in his own heart and before
men. Han can glorify the name of the Lord. A1l men should adore the Lord Gode

3. By faith in His Word,

We honor God by reverencing His ®Word. That ¥ord the expression of His ming and
will, and by 21l who honor Him it will be trea Ued ith the profoundest homagc.

Godé-fearing, God-honoring pecple give heed to what He says, prayeriully sesking
to understand its meaning, to credii its testimonies, bo obey 118 requiremenis.



Tn

2

"y Lord, T have said that I would keep thy words." The Lord has revealsd Himself
to man. He created man and reserves the right to speak Yo him. The record of the
revelation of Cod to mén 1s in the Bible, the holy HWord of God. Han honors God
when he hears this Word, believes it, dccepbs 1i, and seeks to live by ib. He
homors (God when he can say, YToy Word is 2 lamp wnto my feet, and a light unto my
path.® Alsc, Wihy Word have I nic in my heart that I mizht not sin against thee ¥
Surely all men should believe (od and accept His Word. He who accepis God's Word
nonors himsell as well as Cod.

Through gifts for His cause.

MEonour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruiis of thine increase.®
Froverbs 3:9. 3Since man lives, moves, and has his being in the Lord, and receives
every good and perfect gift from Him, the Lord Cod has a right to expect generous
gifts out of what a wan earns. God is honored when man makes & gift in the Lord's
nouse on the Lord's Day for the Lord's work. HMon can honor God by giving his sub-
stance into the Lord's treasury.

By ohediencs to Him. _

The lives of many people are veoicing a plain refusal to have God rule over them.
In so doing they dishonor Hime. Bul by a sincere effort to obey we honor Him.
duch depends, too, uvpon the spirit in which we cobey. not zo mueh becasuse we fsel
we must, 25 because we love Him and really wish to please Him by doing the ithings
He regulires.

Through service in His kingdom.
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercles of God, that ye present your
bodies & liwving sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service.® It is the plan of the Lord to use saved people to aid Him in His work.
dan can bonor God in giving his life for consecrated service in preaching, teache
ing, singing, visiting, comforting, and praying in the name of and for the sske
of the kingdem of Gode Serve the Lord with zladness. Honor the Lord in service.

ot

thesge and other ways man can honor the lord God.

IT. God Honors Hene
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is easy to see that God honors men far more then men honor Him,

God honors men Iin creation.

When He had created the heavens and the earth and the other living creatures, He
said, "Let us meke man in our image, after owr likeness.® "And the Lord God formed
mar; of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
and man became z living soul.® Thus God created man With a physical, mental, soeial,
and spiritual nature. HThou hast wade him (man) & little lower than the angels,

and hast crowned him with glory and honowr." Thus man is Wfearfully and wonderfolly
made " God has honored man in creating him in His own imapge and likeness.

God honors men with Salvation.

After God created man in iis own image, man disobeyed Cod and became sinful and
passed thdis sinful nature on fo 211 descendants. The Word describes all men as

it says, "Trhere is none righteous, no, not ons.® ®A4l1l have sinned and come short
of the glovy of God.® But God loved sinful man and senb His only begobten Son inte
the world to reveal His love, and to die that sinful men might be saved from sin.
God saves man from the gullt and penalty of sin end from the habit and dominion of
sin, and gives him eternal life. What an honor!

God honors men in adoptisn,

#hen the Lord saves one from sin he becomes a child of (od and is a member of the
family of Gods "is many as received Him, to them gave He powier to become the soms
of Gode® 1In the family of God, His children take on the neture of God and strive to
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attain His characteristics. ®¥ow are we the sons of God, snd it doth notl ¥
appear what we zhall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we .ﬁz.al'g be like

"

Tim.® What honor (God bestows upon menld

God honors men 45 co-workers.

Ue are lzborers together with God." When the Lord saves a2 person from $in and
takes hiwm into His family, He glves that person some work to do in His kingdoms
tod ealls Chreistizns to serve in a1l phases of BHig work. The joy of It all is
that God works with His own and helps them to accomplish His will in His work,
The Lord bestows such honors on men a3 to perwit them to work with Him in His
high and holy work.

God honors men with helop.

Wy God shall *wnplv'ali vour need according to His riches in glory by Chrisi
desus.® God is ready, able, and willing to help all men in every nsed. God is
ready to save The losk, to comfort the sorrowiag, to strengthen the weak, 1o
give peace to the froubled, and to supply all uhe needs of all His peoplie. He
gracicusly invites all to come te Him for help. He will not turn any soul away.
He will supnly every need. He will satisfy every rightecus desire. God honors
mexi, Textb.




