"HITHERTO HATH THE TO0RD FELPED ©BS®

twpeh and Shen, snd called the name of
us.® I Samuel 7:12.

"Then Samuel took a stone, and szet it between
it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lord helpsd

o take a retrospective view of God's
ng our gratitude towards Him, and also
styre, Sush peculiar sessons are the

There are tTimes when we cupht wore varticularly
dealings with us, both for the purncsge of exel
of encouraging ourselves to ftrust in Mim for the
return of & birthdsy, or the end or the beginning of a year. Thus, Samuel acted, From
& sense of gretitude for swneciszl cies to Isrsel he erected a memorial pillar and
inscribed thereon "Bbenezmer," soving, "Hitherto heth the Ilord helped us." This erude
sione was s simple and inexpensive device but no momment ever reared by humen hands
wae more pleasing to God. It iz well for us on this memorzble occasion to imitate his
splendid example.

On Mey 9, 1948 I was vour guesi prescher, On May 16, alt the morning service, you invited
me to become vour pastor. I accepted the church as it was because I believed it to be
the w1l of God for me to do sc. In ne way was I responsible for the conditien in which
T found the church nor for any previous happenings. I came teo the oulpit on August 1,
1948, The situation has been difficult and the work has not been easy, but the Iord

has been with us and has blessed us. '

Through our ylelding curselves to Him, our Icrd has accomplished some things:
1., The salvation of souls from week to week,

2; Two hundred and forty-five additions to the church.

3. & weekly radio ministry.

Le An establishment of a,miﬁsiom.

5. The erection of a besuwtiful and commodious educational building.

6. The increase of one ﬁhousand doliars per yesr for missions.

7. An increase in Sundsy School abtendance of approximately Fifty per cent.

I am grateful te God for His mesrvelous bilessings upon us. To Him be all the glory and
praise for it., I am glad to have had the privilege of working with you in this great
task of building this educational building. I want to compliment and congretuvlate you
upen this achievement, I rejoice with you over it. This bullding is a splendid tribute
to this congregstion and an asset_to Murravy, Wo one need be ashamed to bring any guest
to see the building., It will compare fevorably with similsr buildings in our state,

We have more for our momey than moet others do, due to good management; good work and
careful buying. I have nothing tec say about it except commendation and eappreciation.

I heve no Fault to Find with anyone or anything. T would like to express sincere and
special gratitude to the nine men in the church who heve worked fsithfully at the ltask
of erecting this building sccording to plans. They have given their time end work snd
have traveled ab their cwn expense. There is much satisfaction in knowing that you
have had s pardt in it. T sincerely hope that the church appreclates what has been done.

is members of this church we now dedicate to our lord this beantiful and commodious
building to be used for Him and His glory and for the welfare of &ll those who may
enter its doors through the coming years.



