GOD-TOUGHED HEARTS

"And there went with him a band of men, whose hearts God had touched, But the children
of Belial said, How shall this man save us?" I Samuel 10:26-27.

This text is taken from the story of the coronation of Saul, the first king of Israel.
Very much against the will of God, and against the warnings of the prophet, the Jeus
had demsnded a king to rule over them, in order that they might be like the other nations.
God warned them against such a move, but nothing else would satisfy them. So, their
wish was granted, and the choicest young men of the nation was selected as their leader,
The day was set for the formal recognition and crowning of this new king. It was &
brilliant affair, and most of the people were hearty in their approval of the one
chosen, but there was a little group who felt that God had mede a mistake in the sel-
ection, so they refused to join in the ceremonies of the occasion. After his public
installation as king it is said that he went home, but he was not allowed to go alone.
-9There went with him a band of men, whose hearts God had touched.® :

The Company Who Went Home With Saul.
1. I% was a band of men.

It was not 2 mob bent on mischief or destructicn. Neither was it a crowd without
wisdom, purpose or plan, but it was a band. The term "band® implies unity, orgami~-
zation and solidarity. The emphasis was not lzid upon the number but upon -the
compactriess and unity of the group. They were united of the group. They were
united in purpose, in plen, in heart, in orgenization, in every element that goes
to make up a great and successful movement. They were bound together by unbreak-
able ties of brotherhood. They had joined their hearts, and hands, and lives, and
strength together to aid and support the new king. They were as a solid wall of
strength about him. How conld he fail with such support?

‘There can never be strength, power and efficiency in the church until the muititude
is orgarized into a band. Numbers and wealth and organization alone cannot make a
great church, These things are not to be despised, but unless there is wity,
fellowship and solidarity among the members there willi:be a weakness that will
break down the stremgth of the other favorable qualities. We would greatly gtrength-
en our work if we would build into a solid wall the fragments of the membership.
Too many of our churches are like lumberysrds. There is lots of material, 4nd
there are meny possibilities there. But they lack proper contacts and cooperation,.
Let some builder come with a definite plan in mind, and let him carefully select
his materials, but and Tit them into each other, and in due time the disorganized
mass will take shape inte a bemutiful building. As long as the separate pieces

lie apart, the brick remains stacked, the lumber stays in the pile, thé mortar and
the plaster in the bags, and the paint in the buckets, it can never be a home,

The weakness of the average church is not the lack of members nor the lack of ability,
but the lack of adjustment and the proper use of the available materizls.  Some are
more concerned about heving a multitude than they are in organizing the few into a
working band., With them, quantity makes a stronger appeal than quality. Display casts
its shadow over efficiency. Cooperation is sorely needed.

2. It was a band of men whose hearts God had itouched.
fiod had not touched their hands only, and made them into skilled warriors; nor had

He merely touched their pocketbooks and made them generous in their material sup-
port of the government or work the young king initiated, but He had touched their
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‘hearts., It is the hearts of men that God is most concerned about, He did not
touch their heads to make them wise and smart; Fe did not touch their hands to
make them strong, skilful or efficient; He did not touch their pocketbooks to
make them gererous; but He did tonch their hearts. The heart is the deat and
center of life. It includes one's love, confidence, spirit, fellowship and
cooperation. In fact, when God has the heart of a man He has the whele man.
When He deals with life He begins with the heart. By purifying the heart He
corrects the tongue, the hand, the mind, the speech, and the behavier of a man.
When He says, "8on give Me thine heart," it is but another way of saying, Son,
give Me your whole eelf, without the reservatlon of one faculty, or one secret
of the life., Wher a man is right at heart, he will have the spirit of loyalty
and faithfulness. He may not be so skllled but he will be more reliable. If
a pants heart is directed by the L,plr;l.'l: of God, he will not go astray in his

-thoughts, words, or deeds,

The touch of God's Spirit en the hearts of men igfew

(1)

(2)

An awskéning touch.

1t awakens towards God, and then towards ourselves. Moses saw the glory of
God, and then his own feebleness, Isaiah saw God, high and lifted wup, and
cried, "Weoe is me! for I am undone; because I am & man of unclean lipe.™

To the heart that is touched by the Spirit of God there comes the reaiization
of the goodness and greatness of God and a realization of the woeful incom-
pleteness and imperfection of life withoul God. The teuch of God's finger
upon our hearts awakens us to &n understanding of something of God's wonderful
goodness towards us, and fills life with a new glory and meaning. It brings
light, joy, hope, and freedom for our hitherte thwarted spirits .

Ah elevating touch,

It not only awakens us to see and know, but it lifts us to achieve and do;
it lifts ws out of sin, and lifts us to service. The Psalmist said, "He

‘brought me up out of a horrible pit, Out of the miry clay; And he set my

feet upon a rock, And established my goings.™

#In Joving kindness Jesus came,

My soul in mercy to reclaim,

And from the depths of sin and shame,
Thro! grace He llfted ne. ;

From sinking sand He lifted me,

With tender hand He lifted me,

From shades of night to planes of light,
0 praise His name, He lifted mel"

No great service was ever rendered by any with an untouched heart. When God
touches our hearts, it is as natural for us to want to render some service
for His sske as it is for the flowers toc bloom in the spring. The poor
widow's heart was touched, and she gave her two mites. Mary of Bethany's

- heart was touched, and she wnsealed her alabaster box and anointed the

Master's head. Paul was overwhelmed by the light of Jesus and immediately
said, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" And sc by personal dedication
of time and talents, by the surrender of ourselves; we will seek to do what w
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we can for our Lord when He touches our hearts.
(3) A strengthening touch.

When God sends us out into the world to fulfil His purpose and to serve
Him, He does not leave us to go alone in our own sirength: - and without His
help. He goes with us, as He did with Abraham of old, to bless us and to
make us a blessing, and assures us that He will never leave us nor forsake
us., "I will uphold thee with the right hand of My power.™

3. It wee a band of men who went with Saul.

They d4id not stay at home and brag about what a fine king they had. They dod not

- pass & resolution endorsing him as a great leader., On the contrary, they fersock
their own business, their own homeés, their own comforts, and went with him to
help him in his work, which was aslso dear to their own hearts. They did not go
with him because it was popular to do so, for it was not popular. They went be-
cause of their love for the cause of life and liberty for themselves and for their
leved ones. They went with the king as workers. They went in order to make his
burdens lighter. BHe needed somebody to get under the loed with him and to help
him to perform his task, Like wise, every pastor needs men and women who have
been saved and who have true hearts, clean minds, conseerated wealth, and willing
services. With such a band to help, to encourage, and to supporit, and good pastor
can succeed in the Lord's work.

I1. The Company Who Refused To Go With Saul.

It is said that "the childrer of Belial" would mot have anything to do with him. That
term is descriptive of their charaecter. It means they were a bunch of objectors. They
were the critics. They were the kickers. These fellows are found everywhere, in every
organization and in every section. They speak every language, and are engaged in all
trades and professions. They have kinsfolk living now. I have found some of their
grandchildren in every place I have been. When Christ was on earth He said, "The poor
ve have with you always," and He might have added, "And the children of Belial you will
have with you always."

Vhat was the attitude of these fawitfinders toward Saul? They were true to their name
and their histery, they stayed at home and criticised while others went to do the tasks
of life, They were badly needed, but they refused to help. They knew exactly how it
should be done, but God never consulted them about the kind of man to seleect for this
business, so they just remained at home and objected, criticised, and found fault. I
hope Saul didh't feel badly about their attitude, they had treated every leader before
kim the same way, and they hade critieised every one since his day. There was no need
for him to try to enlist them, the more he would plead with them, the louder they would
object. There was no need to try to answer their objection. He might as well have
tried to reason with the wind. Saul showed his wisdom in letting them alone, and in
going on without them. He could not afferd to wait for them to cooperate, that was a
vain hope., The sons of Belial were born in the objective case, and kickative mood,

and plural number. It was far better to have them at home criticising him than in his
army disturbing him, These sons of Belial are not builders, they are destroyers. They
are always ready to tear down something, but never ready to build anything. They are
experts in cbjections, but they know nothing about encouraging and helping. Every
leader who sver risked vital matters in their haends has found himself embarrassed and
disappointed. They are not a dependable people. They make lots of noise, but they
render very little service, '
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When Nehemish rebuilt the walls around Jerusalem some of these fellows came and tried
to tell him how to do it, bnd because he would not listen to them they turned loose -
their volley of criticism, and when he was unaffected by that, they invited him to a
conference with them, but he told them they had no part in his work, and he cared ‘
nothing about their work. The children of Belial today want to be leaders, but they
can't get others to follow them. They sare full of talk, but there is very little
value in it. They object to the way of the money of the church is spent and used,
yet they never give any of it. ' ' '

Saul's attitude was very commendable, It was sald of him that, "He held his peace,?

The mariginal reading says, "He stood like a deaf post." He acted just as if he did not
hear them. He refused to be drawn into a controversy. Oh that Christians today might
be as wise in meeting criticism as was Saull Perhaps Saulfs first impulse was to
ensver his eritics, but his nobler self gquieted him into silence. Because of his
silence Saul led Israel's army to victory while his critiecs dropped out of sight, It
is often so helpful to remember the old proverb, "Silence is golden, " .



