THE ART OF MAKING FRIENDS

H4nd it ceme to pess, when he had made an end of syesking unto Saul, thet the soul of

Jonathen was knit with the soul o

znd Jonathan ioved him 28 his own soul.® I Sem-
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4 friend is one who is intimstely known, respected, esteemed, and loved Ly snother, Friend-
shir is the mutusl sttachment of two versons who sre thus known and loved. It is of tre-
1

mendous value. In fact, it is one of the Dest thi
and frll, bright and Joyous, tender rnd sweet. It it
{icerc spoke the truth vhen he 0“1ﬁ A¥riendship is

s iR WIfe, because it mekes 1ife rich
the greatest boon of humen circumstances
e only thing in the world concerning
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the wsefulness of which 213 mexkind zre sgreed.®

I. %he Beelity of Friendship.

To know that friendship is & reality we heve only to consider:

1.
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Ounr own experiences.

Bach of uws has friends. Friendship mekes life really worth living.

Our observation of others.
We have noted the friendships thsat exist belween those about us.

Our study of history. _

A11 history is full of the praise of friendsiip. Even the hesthen writers made much
of it., Socrates, for instence, said, ®A11 weunle heve their different objects of
spbition-—~horges, dogs, money, honor, &8 ths case may'be, bat for my own part I
would rether have a good friend than 8ll these vubt together.®

%e have such notsble examples in the world-renowned friendships of Damon snd Fythias,
Jonethan ard David, Ruth end Neomi, Paul and Timothy, Johnscn and Boswell, Scotd

and Lockhert, Tennyson and Hellem, Eobert and Elizsbteth Browning, Godkin and Towell.
When ¥rs, Flizebeth Barreti Hrowning szid Yo Charles Kingsley, "Tell me the secrei
of your 1ife that I mey make amine besutiiwl toc," he replied, %I have a friend i

Yhat wes the secret thst mede gll the diffsrence. Constantius, the father of Con-
stantine the Gresi, ssid, "My ireasures sre =y Iriendsg." The study of blography
reveals the trmthfulness of what Plautus said, "Nothing is there more friendly to

& man than 2 friend in need,"

Our study of the Eible,

fhere are twe picturss in the Rible which revesl the reality of friendship in an
unusual way. Ons of these is the friendship of Jonethen and Davwid, and the other
is the friendshin of Jesus for us.

The friendship between Jonathen and Tevié was remsrkeble. The one was heir-apparent
to = throns, snd the othser was 2 sherherd who hed become 2 militery notable The
doy on thCﬂ Golisth wes slain wes %he birthdsy of the besutiful and memorable
friendshin between Jonsthen end David, Jonethen hed watched the shepherd lad go
forth to the femous duel. His heart had gore with him. His prayers had ascended
for him. And wheﬂ.young Tevid stood Defore Sevl after his successful duel with
Golisth, no more eepger eye was fixed on him #nd no more greedy ear devoured his
words than the ~ye and the szr of Jomathen., 48 David told his story with the win-
ning modesty of & boy w&u hos done 2 reslly breve thing 28 a matisr of course and
dislikes talking sbout i%, k re begen the romantic spd enduring friendship which
wes honersble to both.  We =re 1018 "thet the soul of Jonathen was knit with the
soul of Devid, and Jonathan loved him £5 his own soul.t

Jonathanis friendship for David sesms to heve originsitsd in admirstion. Devid was
one of thoze divinely Ffsvored nersonslitiss who irresistibly attradis everyons
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whom it Bouches in such = way thai no one is 2ble 0 withsiand 1%s charm. The
chivalrous nature of Jonathsn fell =t once under the spell of the heroic youlh.
They had naturel zffinities—-youth, coursge, and faith in God. These iwo sonls
were knit togsther in their desires and wotives as the warp and woof of 2 web,
The vitel interests of the one were intertwined with the viiel intsresis of ihe
other. %he friendship of Jonzthan and David embraced 21l that entered into any
ordinary Tfriendship--svpreciation, love, confidence, tendsrmess, aand fidelisiy.

We admire the enthusissm of the one for the other, the sbsolute irust, the free-
dom from =1l jealousy, the readiness to serve, the mmaffected expression of thelr
love, snd the faithfulness with which it was meiniained. To the very end their
hearts were linked together by the bond of strong snd unbroken affection. Wo
guarrel ever clouded their friendshin, no hand but that of desth $ors them ssundser.

Jonathents last thought msy have besn of David, snd David's sorrov was overwhelming

when he heard of the desth. His loss was intensified by the memory of his friend's
generonity, faithfulness, snd unsslfishness. Unchangeable and umwavering %o the
end will 2ny true friendshiv be. VWhen Jonsthen hed fallen in baittles on Mound
Gilbos, David lamented over him as for 2 brother indeed. He cried, VI am distressed
for thee, my brother Jonsthan: very plessant hest fhou been unto me: thy love o
ne was wonderful, passing the love of women.? II Szmusl 1:26,

‘The frisndship of Jesus Christ for us is wonderful in its condescension, in iis

sponteneity, sscrifices, services, and bestowments. He 1s a faithiul frisnd in
every hour of need and every time of distress. His friendship for us never ends.

Eeasong For Frisndshin.

(ur need of it. .

Every person needs faithful friends. I% does not maifer in whai condiiion man is
found, whether in riches or in voverty, whether ignorsnt and rude or civilized and
highly educated, he needs friendship of feilows. Friendshiv is & necessiry of our

lives.

Others need ii.
Tt enebles us to shere whatever excellencies we may have with others who realize
to bé harpy they must have friends too. C(ne

re
friend indesd.”

trheir deficiencies. If others &
hes gsid, Y4 friend in need is a

The will of the Lord. : _ : _

Fe wants us to be friends and heve frisnds. Jmerson sald, "The only way to have a
friend is t0 be one.® There is no friendshin as firm and enduring ss that which is
besed unon doing the will of the Lord, who said, "Greater love heth no men then
this, ithat s men lay down his life for his friends.t

Recive For Friendship.

Openness of mind. ,
4 true friend unbosoms freely, advises justly, assists readily, adventures boldly,
tzkes 211 petiently, defends coursgeously, and conbinnes a friend unchangingly.

Be sincere. , ' . )
Sincerity is esgentizl to the making of friends. The:reason that meny desirsble
contscts and scouainbtences never maturse into friendships may be due lsrgely to
selfish motives which prompied desire to develop 2 friendship.

Triendship is to be valued for whst there is in it; not for what can be gotien oub
of it., Many people never make friends becruse thelr actions are promnisd by wrong
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motives. They are not looking for frisnds, bul servanis. If one folleows the main
roads in history, he will discover that those who haed true friends were not $0 much
concerned sbout heving friends &s they were with being friends. They were nof

wetching the receiving side; they were strong on the giving side.

Selfishness is sbhorred in people. Thaere is nothing that will drive others from
yvou more guickly than the knowledge thet you are Juet Yusing them,® with 1ittle or
no concern for their well-being or weifare, ‘

Bs friendly.

Others went friemds, too; so if you want 2 friend, be & Iriend. If you are so in-
tent on whet vou are doing, or where you are going, and if youw are so absorbed in
your own affairs thet you do not have time %o greed others you will moke few, if
any, friends. Ths expression you wear on your face is moTe important than the
clothes you weer on your back. If you wanit people io like you, you must smile. It
costs nothing, tut creastss much. It enriches those who recsive, without impoverish-
ing those who give. It hapvens in o flash end the memory of it sometimes lasts
foraver., TYet it carmet be bought, begged, borrowed, or stolem, for it is something
that iz no earthly good to anybedy until it is given away. :

Be courtecus and kind.
Courtesy and kindness alwsys aiiracs. They claim attention and consideration from

athers. Yindnesg is never wasted. If those upon whom it i besiowed fail to amp-
preciste it, it cultivates the spirii of good~will in onels own life, and others
discover it there. 0Qualities that atiract friends are noi externsl atiechments; they
are internsl revelstions. You camnot teke them on as desired; vou must develop theg

from within.

Be genuinely interested in peopie. ‘

You can make more friends in one month by being gemuinely interested in gthar ped-
ple then you can in & year by trying to gel othsr people interested in you. Feople
are not interested in you. They sre not interested in me. They are interesited in
themselves--morning, noom, aad night. The New Tork Telephone Compeny mede a detailed
study of teleghone conversations to find oub which word is most freguently used.
fMyas used 3,990 times in 500 conversations. When you see a group vhotograph that
you are in, whose pilcture do you lock for first? If you think the world is inter—
ested in you, snswer this guestion: If you died tonight how many people would come
to your funeral? ¥hy should people bs interssted in you uvnless you ere first inted=
ssted in them? TYou ezn win sthention, time and coopsration of people by becoming
genuinely interested in them. If you want to make friends and get people to like
you, vou must be intsrested in other people.

Make other people feel imporient. : S
John Dewey said thet the deepest urge in human nature is fthe desire to be important.”
Almost every normel 2dult wants, heslth and preservation of life, food, slesp, '
money =nd things it will buy, sexual gratification, well-being of our children, a
feeling of importance, snd 1ife in the hereafter. tiost of these are gratified,

except one-~the desire to be important or great, Lincoln once begen a letier by
ssying, "Bverybody likes a compliment.® " William James s2id, "The despest principle
in humsn nature is ereving to be appreciated.b '

Like peonlie,
Vou must like people in genmeral, if you want them to like you. You cannot conjure

up such of & friendship with enyone, if you do not have & fond feelibg in vour heart
for the human species., Will Rogers said, "I never met a man whom I could not like."
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Bo thinge together.

Thie cemsnts friendship more then almost anything else. Even 0 nlay together
mekes friends. S5till more to work together, strive together. sacrifice together,
and suffer together mekes friends who are insepsrable. Doing things together lme
olies the union of hearts and hands, comradeship in the common aims of life, muiual

interest £nd service.
Rewards of Frisendship.

It brings comfort. ‘
¥e capnot live self-centered lives without missing the tras glery of life.

it brings counsel.
Talking with o true friend gives great satisfaction of mind.

I+ provides comradeshiyp.
Comradeship is one of the strongest forces in life. It iz a grest help 1o uvs in
our difficulties. FNothing is more delightful then heving true friends. Meks &ll

the friends you can. You will be rich in proportion to the number of true and
feitnful friends that you have.

We are indebted to Bdger A. Gusst for this poem.
A FRIEND

“fp friend is one who stends to share
Your every touch of grief and care.
He comes by chance, buit stays by choice,
Your praises he is guick to voice.

Neo grieveus fault or vassing whim

Csn mske an cnemy of him,.

And though your need be greet or small,
Fis sirength is yours thronghout it &ll.

¥o matter where your paith may turn,
Your welfere is his chief concern.
No mastter what your dream may be,

He prays your iriumph scon Lo see.

There 1S no wish your tongue can tell,
Bub what it is your friend's as well.
Tne life of him who has & friend,

Is double-guarded to the end.®



