PLAYING THE FOCL
I Samnel 26321

"Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my son David: - for I will no more do thee harm,
because my soul was precious in thine eyes this day: behold, I have played the fool,
and have erred exceedingly." I Samuel 26:21.

This text is a very frank confession of King Saul. It arouses our interest to sn unusual
degree when we are remindsd that it was his autobiography. And the fact that this role
was self-chosen deepens the pathos of this confession all the more., He was not sent into
the world to play the part of a fool. It was intended that he should plsy the part of a
king, but he chose the role of a fool. TIb is interesting to study the language of his
confession: "I have simmed;® "I have pnlayed the fool;" "I have erred exceedingly." A
more literal transletion of the Hebrew wovld be: *I have missed the merk;® "I have played
the fool;® "I have gone far astray.” ' :

Cne mark of the fool is thet he pays too dear for what he gets. To pay too dear for
anything 1s one of the abiding marks of folly, and that is where every sinner plays the
fool-~he pays a thousandfold too dear for what he gets. For the satisfaction of an hour
he pays with a dulled intellect, a corrupted body, or 2 blighted life.

Sin promises liberty, and it giveé slavery. It promises comradeshio, and it brings solitude..
It promises satisfaction and relief, but it ends in an empty heart end inward bitterness.
Seoner or later every person who sins has to admit with Saul, "I have played the fool.*

Another characteristic of the fool is that he forgets the things thst really matter., One
sees that in even the cleverest of criminals. A men commits a crime, and with infinite
pains he atbtempts to hide every trace of it. But one thing he forgets, snd that leads o
his deteciion. And then that man, in the solitude of prison life, whether he be penitent
or not, says to himself in bitlterness of soul, "I've played the fool." That is exactly
what every sinner -does, He forgets the very things that m&tﬁer. He forgets the power of
conscience and the reality of God.

Saul is ome of the mogt striking and traglc figures in the Uld Testément., He is the greatest
failure of all the kings of Israel, His life is an effective illusiration of the progressive-
ness of sin. If we are at all sensitive as to the supreme values and vital issues of

humsn 1ife, the story of hig 1life ie bound to challenge us.

In some ways Saul is very big, and in others very little, In some ways he is commendingly
handsome, and others decidedly ugly. All in one he iz a gisnt and a dwarf, a2 hero and a
renegade, a king and s slave, a man God anointed and one whom Satan possesse&. He began
so promisingly, yet deteriorated so dismally, and ended so ignominiocusly ss to mske the
downgrade process which ruined him momumental ever afterwerd to all who will read and
lsarn.

When we first meet Saul there are many things zbout him to admire. HNever did a young
fellow show fairer vpromise or kinglier possibilities: and never did such 2 young men find
more illustrious opportunities greeting him at the outset of his career.

Saul was exceptionally atiractive. He had a snlendid vhysigue, The record tells us that
he was "a choice young man, and & goodly: and there was not among the children of Israel
a goodlier person than he: from his shoulders arnd upward he was higher than sny of the
people. " T Samuel 9:2, He was very handsome, tzll in stature, greceful in build, orincely
in bearing, and kingly in appesrance, What an advantage is a fine vhysique. No man of
diminutive proportions will pretend that he does not wish he had the congenial benefits _
of health and height and handsomeness.. Saul had these to the degree of etriking superiority.
He was the most handsomely proporticned young man in the land, By this means he had the
initial advantage of being immediately prepossessing. His majestic and impressive
appesrance commanded the admiration and respect of a nstion that was fond of pomp and
grandeur.
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Saul was very fortumate in the equipment which he received from God. Meny a young men has
hed outstanding opportunity but has lacked ability; and meny another has hed cutsianding
ability but has lacked opportunity. Here, however, in the case of young Sanl, transcendent
opportunity and outetending ability metched each other, He was called to rule the meost
wonderful nation in history. His pogssibilities were immense, and the gifted young man
began well. ' :

Bow did Saul play the fool?

I.

| IL

By Becoming Joncelted.

In his early menhood Saul was genuinely humble., When his father told him to take a
servent and go in search of his animels which had wandered from their pasture and

 were lost, he obeyed cheerfully. He was not too big to work faithfully ab such a

lowly task. Without asking a cuestion or raising an objection, he simoly did as his
father told hin, :

When Sammel told Saml that he was to be the king of Israel, he renlied with becoming
nodesty: Yim not I a Benjsmite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? and my.
family the Ieast of 211 the families of the tribe of Benjemin? wherefore then speskest

“thou so to me?™ T Samumel 9321,

When the veople assembled st Mizpeh for the public election of their king, they cast
lots and Saul wes chosen., While the voting proceeded, Saul fled in the opinion
that he was not qualified for the peosition., After his electlion they dragged him
from emong the bavcaﬁﬂ, vhere he hed modestly concesled himself, and acclaimed him
king. Hollmmng vords of counsel from Semmel, king though he was, Saul returned
heme and resumed his work on his fatherls farm.

With the passing of time Saul became proud of himself, He came to think that because
he was the tallest man ie a1l the country that he must be the kingliest of all his
feliows., FHis blography reveals that conceit had a very prominent place among his
shortcomings. Conceit has ruined many a promising life. When one thinks too much
of himself, he has already found the doorway to the paradise of fools.

Saul became so conceited that he could not bear to hear the veople sing the praises
of David, ter all, & good test of amy men is his attitude toward others, and
especially is it revealed when others are praised in his presence., He was also
conceited in his own shrewdness. - He thought himself to be & great decelver. He
lied to David, attempted to cheat Sammel, and even tried to decelve God. Saul,
1ike many others, did not believe that ”Prlde goeth before destruction, and an
hanghty spirit before a fall.® Proverbs 16:18.

Saul illustrates to us that to let "self® get the uoper hand in life is to miss the

" best and to court the worst. It is to end by saying, "I have vlayed the fool." TYet
. he allowed himself to become self-conscious, self-vreferring, self-asserting and

self-destroying. Oh, this subtle, insidious "self," this wrelched; hereditary

legacy from Adam! FHow it enjoys being noticed! Fow it pretends! How it deceives!
And how it always ruins us when it gets the upper hand! Saul's worst enemy was
blmsel?, and that is true of countless obhers. And the bigger he grew irm his own
eyes, the smaller he actually Decane. Uhen he opened the door to nrlﬁe snd pretense,’
he sold himself to Satan and disaster.

Disregardine God's Commands.
-] [l

God commanded Saul to destroy completely the Amaelekites—-men, women, children, flocks
and herds. Saul executed the order with dispaich and efficiency, except he took The
king, Agag, ceptive, and retained the best of the flocks of livestock ag booty. In
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other words, Saul obeyed God only in so far as it svited his whin to do so. Through
&ll these centuries that has been man's trouble. Man has thousht that he has known
better than God, therefore, he has been unwilling %o obey God's commands. But, it
never pays to disregard God's commands. Saul discovered that the way of the trans-
gressor ig hard. ‘ ' :

Saul not only disobeyed God, but he also practiced deception with a view to covering
up kis guilt. UWhen he kept the best sheep and oxen in violastion of God's definite
command, Samuel returned and incuired whether or not he had destroyed all, Saud
replied that he had, whereunon God set the sheep and the oxen on the witness stand
Jjust at that point. Then Ssmmel agked, "hat meaneth then this bleating of the sheep
ir mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?" Then, Ssul iried to justify
hig disobedience by putting the blame upon those over whom he exercised authority.
After his disobedience, lying and deceit were .exposed, Saul reasoned that if his
action was wrong the motive was excellent as they meant to sacrifice the best unto
the Lord. However, his plea of a good intention was both frivolous snd false,
Semuel said, "Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice.®

Saul preaches to us the one vital condition for the true fulfillment of life is

-obedience to the will of God; and by obedience we mean loyalty to the word and will

of God both in inward motive and in outward action.
By Ignoring His Best Friends.

Saul suffered an irreparable loss by meking choices that disposed of Samel, his
spiritusl teacher. It is a sad day for any man when he separates himself from all
spiritual instruction. Samuel was Saul's best friend. And Samuel loved Saul with
patient devotion. When Ssul went wrong, the prophet did 211 that humen power could
do te win him from the error of his way. In fact, there was no better man in a1l
the land then Samuel. Unwilling to be unirue to God, Samuel could not go farther
with Saul. TAnd Semmel came no more to see Saul until the day of his death,V

I Samuel 15:35.

By leaving God OCut Of His Life.

What a different 1ife Ssul's would have been if he had only repented of his sin and
lived in seccordance with the will of God! He stands at the head of the list of
seif-made fools. Men always play the fool when they make material things their God,
when they meke & mockery of 51n, and when they neglect or reject the Saviour. Saul
51nned but he refused to face his sin, to confess it, to repent of it, and to forsake
it.

Many have lived and died in their lost condition because they preferred self-will to
God's will: they lived for themselves; they sbsolutely ignored Cod. They missed the
real meaning and purpose of 1ife; they lived and died aliemated from God:; and their
unavailing confession is, "I have played the fool.®

Anybody certainly plays the fool if he becomes concelted, disregards God's commands,
ignores his best friends, or leaves God out of his life. Don't play the part of a fooll



